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FOR CLIENT APPROVAL
Adventure Learning in Russian Arctic Goes Where Few Have Traveled

1,000 miles dog sledding the most remote Arctic region makes students worldwide motivated to learn
MINNEAPOLIS (March 25, 2007) — For more than 50 years, outsiders haven’t been allowed into the Chukotka region of the Russian Arctic. Now that has changed. With the blessing of the Russian government, the adventure learning program GoNorth! is traveling 1,000 miles by dogsled from the Pacific Coast to the Arctic Ocean to deliver spell-binding learning experiences online to more than 3200 K-12 classrooms throughout the 50 states and on six continents. Anchored in a free K-12 standard aligned 400+ page curriculum the live 14-week program brings to life environmental issues such as global climate change and sustainable development of earth’s natural resources to the world and its future decision-makers. Driven by the adventure and in collaboration with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National Science Foundation and the United Stated Department of Agriculture, field studies focusing on the realities of climate change thus engage more than 3 million students in real-world social and natural science. 
Led by world-renowned explorer Paul Pregont and Dr. Aaron Doering, Assistant Professor of Learning Technologies at the University of Minnesota, the team of explorers, educators and Polar Husky sled dogs will virtually bring 20 million online learners pre-school through senior citizen to the poorest and most remote region of the Arctic. Dog sledding into remote communities the team will connect Native Chukchi and Yu’pik people of Chukotka with the outside world, and the outside world with unique insights to cultures threatened by extinction. Equipped with high-speed satellite communication equipment GoNorth! will provide most of these indigenous communities their first opportunity to connect to the Internet and communicate with participating students worldwide. 

The Internet as a primary teaching tool, the program web site, www.polarhusky.com, enables students around the globe to collaborate with topic experts, Native peoples, each other and Team GoNorth! live in the field. The state-of the-art online learning environment puts to use the entire gamut of multi-media tools for the audience to experience the Arctic as if they were there themselves. “We are changing the way students learn,” said team member Dr. Doering, “from Africa to Australia and across the nation, we are providing authentic learning opportunities that have not existed in the past.”

For the second straight expedition, Team GoNorth! has invited a teacher to join the team for two weeks on the expedition trail. Through a nationwide application process, Jeff Sipper, a fifth grade teacher at Cuyuna Range Elementary School in Crosby, Minn., was selected as the Teacher Explorer. Jeff has been teaching for 23 years and was named the Crosby-Ironton Teacher of the Year in 2006.

“I am humbled and honored to be selected as the Teacher Explorer,” said Sipper. “This counts as the high point among all the great opportunities I have had in my career. I am excited to encounter all the events that will unfold on the expedition.” 

-more-
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About GoNorth!

Conducted by the University of Minnesota in partnership with NOMADS GoNorth! is a free adventure learning series for K-12 classrooms. Anchored in social and natural science curriculum it is currently utilized by more than three million learners with participation of teachers in 3200+ schools across the 50 US states and worldwide on six continents. Over a five-year period a team of educators, scientists and explorers are dog sledding LIVE to five circumpolar Arctic locations - 2006 through 2010. A 300+ page Curriculum & Activity Guide is developed each year reflecting the expedition's current Arctic locale and indigenous culture. The online learning environment delivers comprehensive resources about the region of travel, collaborative opportunities, live field updates and research findings synched real-time to the curriculum. Field research relevant to understanding patterns of climate change is collected and infused within the learners’ experiences in collaboration with National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National Science Foundation and the United Stated Department of Agriculture.
About Adventure Learning

Pioneered by Dr. Aaron Doering of Learning Technologies at the University of Minnesota adventure learning (AL) is a hybrid distance education approach that provides students with opportunities to explore real-world issues through authentic learning experiences within collaborative learning environments. Within AL programs students' learning processes is created through the transformation of experience and involve pursuing answers to their own questions rather than the rote memorization of facts. Through inquiry students engage in dialogue, take action, and reflect on possible outcomes. 

About the Department of Curriculum and Instruction - University of Minnesota

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Minnesota is consistently ranked as one of the top twenty departments of curriculum and instruction in the country. In addition, the department is surrounded by a world-class university that was recently ranked as one of the top three public research universities in the nation. The department combines award-winning teaching, research and service in a way that most other universities in the nation can not.

About Best Buy's Community Connection
As a community partner, Best Buy works to encourage ideas and to confront challenges. Through its many philanthropic activities, Best Buy extends its support in times of celebration and in times of need. Last year Best Buy and the Best Buy Children's Foundation donated $19 million to its communities (approximately 1.5 percent of its prior fiscal year's pretax earnings). For more information about Best Buy's community relations efforts, visit www.BestBuy.com/CommunityRelations.

About NOMADS

NOMADS Adventure & Education is a forerunner in the concept of adventure learning. For the past 12 years, NOMADS has given students worldwide opportunities to collaborate and learn while participating in Arctic exploration. Developing standard-aligned curricula, NOMADS’ mission is to enable teachers in K-12 classrooms to use interactive telecommunications and technology as teaching tools. 
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