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Aaron Doering, Ph.D. (USA)

University of Minnesota

 – Education Director, Team Member
Aaron Doering leads the research, development, and evaluation of the curriculum and online learning environment. Professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Minnesota, Doering holds a Ph.D. in Instructional Systems and Technology, a MS in Geography, a BS in Social Studies Education and is a former classroom teacher. His experience also includes consulting for the National Geographic Society development of K-12 online learning environments and professional development frameworks. His latest research study examined the factors that make an education course in technology successful, the effectiveness of Adventure Learning in K-12 classrooms and how geographic information systems can be used to enhance learning within the science and social studies curricula. Doering participated in his first Online Classroom Expedition as a team member of Arctic Transect 2004: An Educational Exploration of Nunavut.
Paul Pregont (USA)

NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions 

– Expedition Director, Expedition Leader
Paul Pregont oversees field logistics, scientific research, and planning of Arctic expeditions. Director and founder of NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions (NOCE), Pregont extended his commitment to Arctic education in 1994 founding NOMADS to address the dire need for innovative K-12 education solutions that apply advanced information technologies. Pregont has extensive experience working within the science community as well as within native communities and organizations. Developing and implementing K-12 online classroom expeditions, he has specialized in communication solutions from the field under Arctic conditions. Pregont has 12 years experience leading, managing and successfully executing dogsled expeditions in the Arctic, while working in the classroom with teachers and students. NOCE includes a kennel of 30 Polar Husky sled dogs. A former member of the US Disabled Ski Team, Pregont and his legally blind partner won four National Championships and three World Championship medals in 1990. As a strong believer in environmental responsibility, Paul was founder of Mid-States Recycling Systems, Inc. in Chicago, IL (1988).

Mille Porsild (Denmark) 

NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions

– Program Director, Team Member
Mille Porsild is devoted to the general supervision and management of GN!. Attending to the comprehensive program structure and outreach, she facilitates and oversees execution and implementation.  A co-founder of NOMADS, Porsild has eleven years of experience as Program Director, developing and executing Arctic Online Classroom Dogsled Expeditions; becoming a lead developer of collaborative online education programs. Traveling more than 15,000 miles in the Arctic by dogsled over the past 12 years, Porsild has extensive experience in native communication and reporting from the field. A frequent speaker at schools around the world, Porsild has shared her enthusiasm with more than 70,000 students of all ages throughout the United States. A published author who speaks four languages, Porsild is a Danish citizen, born and raised in Denmark. 

Shari Fox Geerhardt, Ph.D. (Canada)
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Postdoctoral Fellow, Harvard University)

 – TEK Director, Team Member

Shari Fox Geerhardt is the expedition member committed to designing and facilitating activities that will help GN! interact and learn from communities while disseminating research. A postdoctoral research fellow in the NOAA Postdoctoral Program in Climate and Global Change hosted by Harvard University, Fox Geerhardt has been working with Inuit elders and hunters in Nunavut, Canada to document their observations and experiences of recent climate and environmental change since 1995.  She is the co-author, with Henry Huntington, of the Indigenous Perspectives chapter of the ACIA (Arctic Climate Impact Assessment), an international project organized under the auspices of the Arctic Council which was released in fall 2004. With a MS in Environmental Studies from the University of Waterloo, she completed her Ph.D. in Geography at the University of Colorado at Boulder. Fox Geerhardt was born and raised in Ontario, Canada.

Dr. Henry P. Huntington, Ph.D.
Huntington Consulting

 – Chief TEK Advisor, Team Member

Dr. Henry P. Huntington is an independent Arctic researcher based in Eagle River, Alaska. Experienced in issues of importance to the Arctic, Huntington received his Ph.D. in Polar Studies from the Scott Polar Research Institute at the University of Cambridge (UK), where he researched the interactions of wildlife management institutions and native hunting practices in northern Alaska. Dr. Huntington’s subsequent research has looked primarily at interactions between people and their environment, including the impacts of climate change, patterns and practices of subsistence hunting and fishing, traditional ecological knowledge and conservation. Dr. Huntington has written two dozen scientific articles as well as several popular-press publications, taken part in several major international assessments of the Arctic, and has worked extensively with many native communities throughout Alaska. He served as the environmental coordinator for the Inuit Circumpolar Conference as a GIS analyst for the North Slope Borough, and as a special projects coordinator for the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission. He recently served as president of the Arctic Research Consortium of the United States and has significant international experience with the Arctic Council.
Amy Vargason
H.A. Snyder Elementary School
 – Teacher, Team Member

Amy Vargason is a fifth grade teacher from H.A. Snyder Elementary School in Sayre, Pennsylvania. Varagson was selected as the “teacher explorer” through a nationwide application process where one K-12 science or social science teacher will be selected annually. Vargason’s classroom participated in Arctic Transect 2004 where the online dogsled expedition became her primary curriculum for three months. Vargason has taught at H.A. Snyder Elementary for nine years and has continually brought authentic learning experiences to her classroom. Vargason has been a leader in the Adventure Learning educational approach and hopes to inspire educators to kindle adventurous spirits, dreams, and responsibility for environmental stewardship in young people.
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