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Crossing of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge by Dogsled

MINNEAPOLIS (October 15, 2004) — Amy Vargason, an elementary teacher at H.A. Snyder Elementary School in Sayre, PA, has been chosen to join a team of local and international explorers and educators as they journey across 700 miles of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) by dogsled in February 2005.
Vargason, who was selected to join the Go North! expedition through a nationwide application process, has participated in the Arctic Adventure Learning program for two years. Last year, H.A. Snyder Elementary served as a “model school” for the Arctic Transect 2004 program, a 2,000-mile dogsled expedition across the Canadian Arctic.

“I am thrilled to have been chosen to participate in the Go North! expedition,” said Vargason. “I have found that the Adventure Learning program developed by the Go North! team is one of the most unique ways for students to become educated about critical issues in our world today.”

According to Aaron Doering, Ph.D., professor in the Department of Curriculum & Instruction Department at the University of Minnesota, the decision to have a teacher participate in Arctic exploration for the Go North! program is what Adventure Learning is all about.

“The advances in technology certainly help students and teachers gain a very real understanding of different cultures by simply logging on to a computer and collaborating with other students around the world,” said Doering. “But to have a teacher actually join the expedition—to be able to call to the dogs, sleep in the tent, meet and communicate with the native peoples and communicate that back to students online—that’s what the sprit of Adventure Learning is all about.”

Go North! ANWR 2005 is the first of five consecutive programs which will eventually circumnavigate the Arctic Ocean by 2009. This will be the first time that an elementary teacher will join the Go North! team for exploration. The Go North! team will continue to select a teacher from schools which participate in the online program to join them in the explorations to come. Upcoming Go North! Arctic expeditions include the crossing of the Taimyr Peninsula in Russia, as well as explorations of Fennoscandia, Greenland and northern Canada.
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The Go North! Adventure Learning project will use the allure of a dogsled expedition and Arctic research opportunities as the catalyst for an amazing learning experience for millions of K-12 students from around the world. The program’s extensive online education curriculum, developed by the University of Minnesota College of Education and Human Development, provides more than 3 million students with the opportunity to comprehend the traditional and contemporary life in remote Arctic communities. The program will also explore the effects of industrialization to the ecosystem, particularly the impact of oil exploration to the native Inupiat Eskimo and Gwich’in cultures. 

About the College of Education and Human Development

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction is consistently ranked as one of the top twenty departments of curriculum and instruction in the country. In addition, the department is surrounded by a world class university that was recently ranked as one of the top three public research universities in the nation. The department combines award-winning teaching, research and service in a way that no other university in the Twin Cities can.
About NOMADS

NOMADS Adventure & Education is a forerunner in the concept of adventure learning. For the past 10 years, NOMADS has given students worldwide opportunities to collaborate and learn while participating in Arctic exploration. Dedicated to developing multi-disciplinary, standard-aligned curricula, NOMADS’ mission is to enable teachers in K-12 classrooms to use advanced interactive telecommunications and technology as teaching tools. Beginning in 1999, NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions is an annual program offered to teachers and students worldwide using the Arctic and traditional culture as a springboard for interactive, multi-disciplinary learning in a unique collaborative online classroom infrastructure supported by IBM Lotus Development and Connectria.
For information about the Go North! program, please visit www.polarhusky.com
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