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FOR CLIENT APPROVAL
Northfield Teacher Answers Call of the Arctic 
7th grade teacher Mick Hamilton joins expedition on moments notice
MINNEAPOLIS (May 12, 2006) — With only hours until he departed Minneapolis to join his fellow team members on their GoNorth! Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 2006 expedition, University of Minnesota Professor Aaron Doering faced an unexpected challenge. He received word that the teacher explorer who was to accompany the GoNorth! team on the expedition had withdrawn for personal reasons. On incredibly short notice, he needed to find a K-12 teacher willing to travel to Alaska, battle the elements and help deliver the GoNorth! K-12 curriculum for two weeks. Doering found that adventurous educator in Mick Hamilton, a 7th grade science teacher at Northfield Middle School.

With the blessing of his family, principal and school district, Hamilton quickly packed for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and flew to Alaska with Doering to meet up with the rest of the team, who have been out on the trail since early April.

“I am thrilled to have the opportunity to travel to Alaska and be a part of the GoNorth! expedition,” said Hamilton. “The GoNorth! program offers teachers one of the most unique and engaging ways to get your students excited about learning while educating them about today’s biggest issues.” 

Hamilton will accompany the team for two weeks, helping deliver an interactive K-12 curriculum to classrooms all over the world. He will also visit native communities and speak with elders to help gather information on the affects of global warming. During his time in the Arctic, Hamilton could face temperatures as cold as -40 degrees as well as polar bears and other extreme elements.

The Expedition

Over 900 K-12 schools across Minnesota are participating in one of the most innovative and educational learning programs available. In the midst of a 700-mile journey across the Alaskan Arctic by dogsled, the GoNorth! team is delivering an online curriculum centered on the realities of oil exploration and the search for renewable resources to classrooms worldwide.  
Developed in conjunction with the University of Minnesota, the educational program for GoNorth! is funded by Best Buy. Other sponsors of the expedition include National Geographic, The National Science Foundation and NASA.
Through the use of sophisticated telecommunications technology, GoNorth! uses the Internet as its primary teaching tool. The program’s state-of the-art, interactive web site, www.polarhusky.com, enables students worldwide to interact and collaborate with topic experts, other users, and GoNorth! team members live in the field. The robust online environment also includes a variety of multi-media tools that allows the audience to experience the Arctic firsthand.
About the College of Education and Human Development - University of Minnesota
The Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Minnesota is consistently ranked as one of the top twenty departments of curriculum and instruction in the country. In addition, the department is surrounded by a world class university that was recently ranked as one of the top three public research universities in the nation. The department combines award-winning teaching, research and service in a way that most other universities in the nation can not.
About NOMADS

NOMADS Adventure & Education is a forerunner in the concept of Adventure Learning. For the past 10 years, NOMADS has given students worldwide opportunities to collaborate and learn while participating in Arctic exploration. Dedicated to developing multi-disciplinary, standard-aligned curricula, NOMADS’ mission is to enable teachers in K-12 classrooms to use advanced interactive telecommunications and technology as teaching tools. 
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