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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Team of International Explorers and Educators to Begin First Leg of Circumnavigation of Arctic Ocean by Dogsled
Elementary school teacher will join “Adventure Learning” expedition 

MINNEAPOLIS (October 15, 2004) — In February 2005, an international team of men and women will embark on a 700-mile expedition across the Alaskan Arctic by dogsled. The purpose of this expedition is to explore climate change and traditional ecological knowledge of this dynamic ecosystem while delivering an online-based curriculum to K-12 classrooms around the world.

Led by polar explorer Paul Pregont, the online education program will provide millions of students with the opportunity to debate the realities of oil exploration and the search for renewable resources.

GoNorth! 2005 will also feature a new component not seen in previous Adventure Learning expeditions. For two weeks of the journey, Amy Vargason, an elementary school teacher from Pennsylvania, will experience firsthand life in the Arctic and help deliver the online curriculum to classrooms.
“I am very excited for the opportunity to be a part of this educational adventure,” said Vargason. “My students and I participated in the online curriculum during Arctic Transect 2004 and found it to be an incredible experience. Adventure Learning is one of the most unique and effective ways to get students excited about learning and about the effects of global climate change.”

Through the use of sophisticated telecommunications technology, the GoNorth! team will use the Internet as their primary teaching tool. The program’s Web site, www.polarhusky.com, enables students worldwide to collaborate and learn from the explorers—and each other—while participating in Arctic exploration.

“With this expedition, we are trying to bring global and social environmental awareness into the K-12 curriculum,” said Aaron Doering, Ph.D., University of Minnesota professor and education director for GoNorth! 2005. “By specifically looking at the debate regarding the consumption of world resources and the need for renewable resources, we are increasing student’s awareness of this important issue.”

The Educational Program
The curriculum is divided into three levels — “Experience,” “Expand” and “Explore” for grades K-3, 4-8 and 9-12 respectively. In addition, there are several extension ideas for all activities so that teachers may personalize and adjust their curriculum throughout the year.

Developed and conducted by the University of Minnesota in partnership with NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions, GoNorth! 2005 is based on the successful model of Adventure Learning, which shares firsthand the experiences of the dogsled expedition and draws the public and students into the environmental study. The journey also addresses a national need for engaging authentic learning experiences in the K-12 classroom.
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“With the success and interest we achieved with Arctic Transect 2004, we wanted to create a program that would continue to educate students on the environmental issues facing the world,” said Doering. “By delivering the curriculum through an interactive, online experience, we feel it will have a positive impact on students throughout the world.”
With its state-of the-art interactive web site, the audience can interact and collaborate with topic experts, other users, and GoNorth! team members live in the field. The robust online environment includes a variety of multi-media tools that allows the audience to experience the Arctic as if they were there themselves.

The overarching goal of the program is to build academic excellence while promoting Arctic issues, including a native perspective to help communicate the importance of environmental responsibility. While bringing forth a debate on world resources, the program also provides an opportunity for K-12 classrooms and public audiences worldwide to comprehend traditional and contemporary life in remote Arctic communities, as well as the evident effects of environmental and ecological changes in this remote and fragile region. The GoNorth! expedition will drive awareness of these profound changes, which ultimately impact the rest our planet and all its inhabitants.
Research Partnership
Another critical goal of the program is to collect data to support research efforts by NASA and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) hosted by Harvard University. In partnership with NASA, GoNorth! will conduct In-Situ snow depth and snow equivalent sampling. The GoNorth! team will geo-locate their camp daily and collect three forms of snow data. They include snow depth, a snow sample recording its weight and a snow crystal collection to be stored in liquid nitrogen for later shipment to NASA laboratories. Because there are very few weather stations throughout the Arctic circumpolar region, snow data is sparse. The data collected will aid the scientific community in the production of snow water equivalent maps and climate model output.
In partnership with Shari Fox Geerhardt of NOAA, GoNorth! will collect Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK). Joining the team on the expedition to collect TEK for their co-authored report for the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment will be Dr. Henry Huntington. In recent years, scientists have realized the importance of collecting TEK from elders in Arctic communities as it is a vital source of environmental information. Passed along in oral tradition from generation to generation, TEK contributes greatly to the scientific understanding of the processes and patterns of recent climate change. The expedition’s findings will be analyzed and put into numerous publications.
The Expedition

The expedition will begin in Circle, AK, with a team of four people and two teams of Polar Husky sled dogs. The team will travel over tundra, through the spectacular Brooks Mountain Range and across the coastal plain traversing the land of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. The team will then follow the path of the migrating porcupine caribou, finishing on the shore of the Alaskan Arctic Coast in Prudhoe Bay—the community of oil—now exposed under 24-hour daylight.

-more-
Explorers and Educators to Dogsled Across Alaskan Arctic 
Page 3
Throughout the expedition, the GoNorth! team will visit seven communities, including the caribou dependent Gwich’in community in the south and the “people of the sea” Inupiat Eskimos in the north. Currently, the Inupiat Eskimos enjoy the wealth of oil exploration along their shores, while the Gwich’in have seen the migration pattern of their main food source, the Porcupine caribou, change because of oil exploration. This has impacted the community’s survival and daily living.
About the College of Education and Human Development

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction is consistently ranked as one of the top twenty departments of curriculum and instruction in the country. In addition, the department is surrounded by a world class university that was recently ranked as one of the top three public research universities in the nation. The department combines award-winning teaching, research and service in a way that no other university in the Twin Cities can.
About NOMADS

NOMADS Adventure & Education is a forerunner in the concept of Adventure Learning. For the past 10 years, NOMADS has given students worldwide opportunities to collaborate and learn while participating in Arctic exploration. Dedicated to developing multi-disciplinary, standard-aligned curricula, NOMADS’ mission is to enable teachers in K-12 classrooms to use advanced interactive telecommunications and technology as teaching tools. Beginning in 1999, NOMADS Online Classroom Expeditions is an annual program offered to teachers and students worldwide using the Arctic and traditional culture as a springboard for interactive, multi-disciplinary learning in a unique collaborative online classroom infrastructure supported by IBM Lotus Development and Connectria.
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