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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Best Buy Joins Minnesota Dogsled Expedition to Alaska

National Science Foundation is among sponsors for 700-mile Adventure Learning trek

MINNEAPOLIS (March 9, 2006) —Best Buy Children’s Foundation is the lead sponsor of GoNorth! Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 2006, a twelve-week adventure learning program that brings learning into classrooms LIVE from the field. Departing in March on a 700-mile dogsled journey across the Alaskan Arctic, using an interactive online curriculum, an international team of scientists, educators and explorers will teach K-12 students around the world about the realities of oil exploration and the search for renewable resources. Best Buy Children’s Foundation has partnered with the University of Minnesota to be the primary funder of this free adventure learning program.

 “We know that interactive technology makes learning fun for students, and GoNorth! is a perfect example of how technology, adventure and fun can increase engagement and capture the attention of students worldwide,” said Paula Prahl, Vice President of Public Affairs at Best Buy.

More than 750 schools in Minnesota alone will participate in the program using the GoNorth! state-of the-art, interactive web site, www.PolarHusky.com. Students are able to interact and collaborate with topic experts, other users and GoNorth! team members live in the field. The robust online environment also includes a variety of multi-media tools that allows the audience to experience the Arctic as if they were there themselves. 

Researching Global Climate Change

Extensive field research in collaboration with National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Office of Polar Programs at the National Science Foundation (NSF) will be conducted during the expedition that document environmental field realities relevant to understanding patterns of climate change. This offers a unique and innovative opportunity for K-12 students and teachers to actively take part in and experience relevant scientific research first-hand. NSF is the primary sponsor of the scientific research, making GoNorth! the first dogsled expedition ever funded by the NSF. 

About the College of Education and Human Development - University of Minnesota

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Minnesota is consistently ranked as one of the top ten in the country. In addition, the department is surrounded by a world class university that was recently ranked as one of the top three public research universities in the nation. The department combines award-winning teaching, research and service in a way that most other universities in the nation can not. Recent research in developing the educational theory of adventure learning conducted by GoNorth! expedition team member Dr. Aaron Doering is a prime example of research making a difference in the local community, across the nation and around the world.
About Best Buy's Community Connection
As a community partner, Best Buy works to encourage ideas and to confront challenges. Through its many philanthropic activities, Best Buy extends its support in times of celebration and in times of need. Last year Best Buy and the Best Buy Children's Foundation donated $19 million to its communities (approximately 1.5 percent of its prior fiscal year's pretax earnings). The company encourages local volunteerism by providing charitable gifts to organizations where employees volunteer, awards annual scholarships to graduating high-school seniors, and supports schools using technology to enhance learning through the Best Buy te@ch program. The company also connects with the United Way to meet local community needs, works with the Red Cross to provide support in times of disaster, and supports national organizations innovatively using technology in youth education. In addition, Best Buy is committed to environmental responsibility. Last year, the company collected and recycled nearly 1 million pounds of used and obsolete electronic items though special mass collection events and everyday collection of cellular phones, ink jet cartridges and rechargeable batteries. For more information about Best Buy's community relations efforts, visit www.BestBuy.com/CommunityRelations.

About NOMADS

NOMADS Adventure & Education is a forerunner in the concept of Adventure Learning. For the past 10 years, NOMADS has given students worldwide opportunities to collaborate and learn while participating in Arctic exploration. Dedicated to developing multi-disciplinary, standard-aligned curricula, NOMADS’ mission is to enable teachers in K-12 classrooms to use advanced interactive telecommunications and technology as teaching tools. 
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